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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  area  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1954. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared,  as  indicated  by  Ministry 
of  Health  circular  28/54,  dated  15th  December,  1954,  on 
the  lines  of  that  for  1953. 

The  health  of  the  district  during  the  past  year  has  been 
good,  the  only  large  number  of  cases  or  infectious  disease 
being  those  of  Whooping  Cough,  viz.:  277  cases.  The 
incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  has  been  small.  There 
were,  however,  20  cases  of  Dysentery  which  occurred  in  a 
local  hospital  and  were  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Staff 
there. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  Death  Rate  for  1954, 
which  was  9-96  crude  or  9  76  adjusted,  is  the  lowest 
recorded  for  this  district  since  the  turn  of  the  century. 

When  reading  the  various  tables  of  statistics  contained 
in  this  report  I  would  ask  you  not  to  attach  excessive  im¬ 
portance  to  rates  where  the  number  of  cases  is  very  small. 

Population:  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  Mid- 
Year  Home  Population  of  37,130  is  an  increase  of  260  over 
the  1953  figure.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  226 
compared  with  170  for  1953. 

Vital  Statistics:  The  Death  Rate  of  9*96  (crude)  9  76 
(adjusted)  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  rural  area. 
Heart  Diseases,  Malignant  Neoplasms  (Cancer),  Circulatory 
and  Nervous  Diseases  continue  to  account  for  the  largest 
number  of  deaths  within  the  district.  Deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  accounted  for  3-51%  of  the  total, 
and  62*43%  of  the  deaths  related  to  persons  aged  65  and 
over.  The  1953  figures  were  418%  and  62*65%  respectively. 
The  Birth  Rate  of  16*05  (crude)  and  16’  54  (adjusted) 
shows  an  increase  over  the  1953  figure  of  15*64.  Of  the 
total  number  of  births  (live  and  still)  4  92%  were 
illegitimate.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  there 


were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  at  21*82  was  again  lower  than  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  Registrar-General  has  again  supplied  Area  Com¬ 
parability  Factors  for  adjusting  the  birth  and  death  rates 
to  secure  comparison  with  rates  in  other  districts  or  those 
for  England  and  Wales.  The  adjusted  Birth  and  Death 
Rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rates  in  each 
case  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factors.  These  allow  for 
the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas. 

Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases:  For  the  seventh  suc¬ 
cessive  year  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  no 
notification  was  received  of,  or  death  recorded  from,  Diph¬ 
theria.  The  number  of  children  resident  in  the  rural  district 
who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  rose  slightly  during 
the  year. 

This  increase  in  numbers  immunised  is  a  very  welcome 
sign,  but  I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  need  for  all 
children  to  be  immunised  if  the  happy  state  of  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  arising  is  to  continue.  When  we  recall  that 
diphtheria  was  formerly  common  and  frequently  fatal  in 
children,  every  effort  must  be  made  in  an  endeavour  to 
achieve  a  100%  standard  of  immunisation. 

Of  the  other  notifiable  diseases,  I  have  set  out  in  table 
form  on  page  7  the  number  of  such  cases  notified  during 
the  year.  Whooping  Cough  with  277  cases  notified  was 
easily  the  highest.  Scarlet  Fever  at  16  cases  showed  a 
decline  on  the  1953  figure,  which  was  48.  All  these  cases 
were  of  a  mild  type  without  complications,  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

Four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified,  and  happily 
there  were  no  deaths.  The  knowledge  that  we  possess  of 
how  this  scourge  is  spread  is  still  deficient,  but  there  is 
some  evidence  that  flies  play  a  part  in  its  transmission 
and  the  campaign  against  the  fly  menace  should  enlist  the 
support  of  every  household.  Another  contributory  factor 
seems  to  be  tiredness  and  exhaustion,  and  if  poliomyelitis 
is  present  in  the  community,  care  should  be  taken  that 
children  do  not  become  overtired  or  exhausted. 

Laboratory  Facilities:  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
arrangements  during  1954  whereby  the  County  Pathologist 
or  County  Analyst  at  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  according  to 
examination  required,  have  carried  out  this  work.  These 
arrangements  have  again  proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
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Ambulance  Facilities  :  Nursing  in  the  Home  :  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  :  Child  Life  Protection  :  School  Heath 

Services:  The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  administration  of  these  services  in  this 
district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 :  17  visits  were 
made  to  six  aged  persons  during  the  year  and  it  was 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a  Magistrates’  Order 
in  three  cases  for  the  removal  of  the  persons  concerned  to 
an  Institution.  Such  an  Order  when  granted  operates  for 
three  months  only  and  it  is  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
Magistrates  for  the  renewal  of  the  Order  at  quarterly 
intervals.  One  of  the  three  cases  mentioned  was  removed 
in  March  and  the  two  others  in  May,  and  renewal  Orders 
restraining  the  persons  in  an  Institution  were  still  being 
sought  and  granted  at  the  year’s  end..  In  the  other  three 
cases,  one  aged  lady  entered  a  hospital  voluntarily,  and  the 
other  two  were  receiving  care  and  attention  from  other 
persons,  although  one  aged  lady  eventually  died. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  deaths  table  on  page  11  you  will 
see  that  188  persons  out  of  a  total  of  370  were  70  years  and 
over,  and  81  were  80  years  and  over.  The  expectation  of 
life  has  been  lengthened  and  the  case  of  aged  persons  is 
becoming  a  problem,  especially  as  it  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  find  vacancies  for  them  in  institutions. 

Mortuaries:  The  three  mortuaries  provided  by  the 
Council  and  situated  at  Aylesford,  Borough  Green  and 
West  Mailing  continued  in  use  during  the  year.  They  are 
available  for  use  at  any  time  and  the  Police  are  provided 
with  keys.  There  is  also  a  mortuary  at  Snodland  provided 
by  the  Parish  Council. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations 
during  the  year.  An  informal  check  was  made,  as  is  the 
usual  practice,  when  a  butcher  was  notified  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis,  to  ensure  that  he  was  not  handling  meat. 
He,  however,  had  ceased  to  work  in  the  shop  as  soon  as  his 
condition  had  been  diagnosed. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

311 

255 

566 

Illegitimate  . 

18 

12 

30 

Total  live  births  . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

329 

267 

596 

home  population .  ...  16-05  (crude) 


Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability 
factor  of  1-03  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  .  16-54  (adjusted) 

Still  Births : 


Legitimate  . 

10  3 

13 

Illegitimate  . 

—  — 

— 

Total  still  births  . 

10  3 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

21-82 

Deaths : 

Total  deaths .  199  171  370 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population .  9-96  (crude) 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability 
factor  of  0-98  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  .  9-76  (adjusted) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  Nil 
Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 

year  .  7  6 

Rate — ali  infants  per  1,000  live  births  21-82 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  .  ...  ,..  22-96 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  .  Nil 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  four 
weeks  of  age  .  6 
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Deaths  from  certain  other  diseases: 

Malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diphtheria  (all  ages)  . 


36  28 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


13 


9 


64 


4 


Comparative  table  showing  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate. 


per  1,000  estimated 

Home  Population 

per  1,000  total 
live  &  still  births 

per  1,000  live 
births 

Year 

Live  Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Death  rate  of 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Infants  under 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1  year  of  age 

Q  1950 

14.62 

14.62 

11.67 

10.97 

19.19 

21.53 

O'  1951 

15.53 

15.53 

12.08 

11.36 

13.91 

31.75 

1952 

16-73 

16.75 

10.87 

10.22 

15.85 

30.60 

•§  1953 

15.64 

16.11 

11.04 

10.82 

20.37 

29-46 

S  1954 

16-05 

16.54 

9-96 

9.76 

21.82 

21.82 

England  and 

Wales  1954 

15.2 

11.3 

24.00 

25.5* 

(Provisional) 

*  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
bedding  was  steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms 
disinfected: — 


Work  Carried  Out 

Tuberculosis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Chicken  Pox 

Cancer 

Miscellaneous 

Fumigation  of  Rooms 
and  Disinfection  of 
Bedding 

3 

2 

Fumigation  of  Rooms 
only 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Disinfection  of  Bedding 
only 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning: 

The  table  given  below  is  of  food  poisoning  notifications 
which  were  received  and  investigated  and  returned  to  the 


Registrar- General : — 

1st  2nd 

3rd 

4th 

quarter  quarter 

quarter 

quarter 

Total 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

—  —  _  — 

—  — 

-  1 

-  1 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents : 

Total  outbreaks:  Nil. 

Total  Cases: 

Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause: 

Total  outbreaks:  Nil. 

Total  Cases: 

Nil. 

Single  Cases: 

Agent  identified:  1  (Salmonella  Aertrycke) 

Unknown  Causes:  Nil. 

Total  Cases :  1 

This  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  duly  investigated 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  offending  foodstuff. 
The  patient  recovered  in  due  course. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  The  Kent  County  Council  is  responsible  for 
the  provision  in  this  district  of  facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and 
the  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  A.  Elliott),  concerning  such 
during  the  year  1954. 
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The  following  table  relates  to  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Disease  according  to  disease,  sex  and  age  groups: — 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

(excluding 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Rubella) 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  1 

—  — 

7  8 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

1—2 

1  1 

35  16 

1 

— 

— 

-  1 

—  — 

3—4 

1  1 

40  32 

-  — 

— 

— 

-  1 

—  — 

5—9 

6  3 

71  55 

—  — 

1 

— 

1  1 

—  — 

10—14 

-  1 

4  2 

—  - 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

15—24 

2  - 

-  2 

—  — 

1 

- 

_  — 

—  — 

25  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

— 

2  3 

“■ 

““ 

-  1 

— '  — 

TOTALS 

10  6 

16 

159  118 

277 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1  4 

5 

—  — 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-54 
30-6-54 

30- 9-54 

31- 12-54 

2  1 

3  3 

3  2 

2 

22  11 

43  32 

81  54 

13  21 

1  — 

2 

1 

1  — 

—  4 

—  — 

Acute 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute 

encephalitis 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 

Pneumonia 

Infective 

Post  Infectious 

Fever 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

1 

5—14 

1  4 

2  15 

15—44 

-  2 

-  2 

-  — 

-  — 

- 

— 

—  — 

45—64 

1  - 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

2  1 

-  1 

TOTALS 

5  7 

12 

2  18 

20 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-54 
30-6-54 

30- 9-54 

31- 12-54 

1  3 

2  3 

1  — 

1  1 

2  7 

—  11 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

Para- 

Typhoid 

Fevers 

1 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 
15—44 
45—64 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

—  - 

l  ►— 1  »— 1  1  1  l 

l  1  l  l  I  I 

_ 

-  1 

3 

-  — 

TOTALS 

—  — 

2  - 

2 

-  1 

1 

3 

3 

—  — 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-54 
30-6-54 

30- 9-54 

31- 12-54 

z  z 

1  — 

1 

1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  1 

1 

1 

2 

1  1  1  1 

II  1  1 
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Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 
Meninges  &  C.N.S.J 

Other  forms 

Malaria 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 
15—24 
25—44 
45—64 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

1  1 

4  1 

3  2 

6  2 

-  — 

1  1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

14  6 

20 

_ 

1  2 

3 

1 

1 

;  Quarter  ending 
|  31-3-54 

30-6-54 
30-9-54 
!  31-12-54 

l  2 

5  1 

3  1 

5  2 

_  — 

1  1 

l 

i 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new 
cases  recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with 
the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred: — 


Age 

Periods 

(Years) 

New  Cases* 

Deaths 

_ 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

j 

!  Female 

Under  1 

1 

•  •  • 

1—  4 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

5—14 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

15—24 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

25—34 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

35—44 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

i 

45—54 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

55  —64 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

65  and  over 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Age 

Unknown 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

14 

6 

1 

2 

7 

3 

•  •  » 

i 

Totals 

20 

3 

10 

1 

23 

11 

March 

Quarter 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

June 

Quarter 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

•  *  * 

i 

September 

Quarter 

3 

1 

.  4  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

... 

c  •  • 

December 

Quarter 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

*  Related  to  Primary  Notifications  received  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930  and  1952. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  persons  who  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease:  4  (36-3%). 
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The  preventive  and  after-care  measures  for  dealing  with 
cases  of  tuberculosis  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Chest  Physician 
for  the  Mid-Kent  area,  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  who  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  figures  relating  to  the  number  of 
contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  have  been 
examined  during  the  year  and  the  number  diagnosed  as 
tuberculous.  These  figures  refer  to  the  area  served  by  the 
Chest  Clinic  in  Maidstone,  which  approximates  to  the  area 
of  the  four  Authorities  for  which  I  am  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  I  am  glad  to  record  that  there  is  a  very 
close  liaison  between  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1954  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  .  220 

(b)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1954  of  cases 

notified  prior  to  1954  .  558 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 

from  tuberculosis  .  1 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 

from  tuberculosis  .  3 

The  arrangements  for  the  after-care  of  tuberculous 

patients  and  for  the  tracing  and  following-up  of  contacts  of 
known  cases  and  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to 
tuberculosis,  were  outlined  in  my  Report  for  1953,  and  have 
continued  to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year  under 
review.  In  the  after-care  of  tuberculous  patients  and  of 
their  dependents,  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  by 
the  Maidstone  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee, 
and  the  work  of  this  body  is  deserving  of  the  fullest 
support. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  during  the  year  with  rates  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 
year  home  population : — 


R.G.’s 
list  No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Number 

Deaths 

of 

Rates  per  1,000 
Estimated  Home 
Population 
1954  1953 

M 

F 

T 

1 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

8 

3 

11 

0.30 

0.19 

2 

Tuberculosis— other 

1 

1 

0-03 

0-03 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

2 

0-05 

0.03 

4 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0-00 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.00 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

•  •  9 

0.00 

0.00 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.00 

8 

Measles 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.03 

9 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic 

diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

0.00 

0.03 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm — stomach 

4 

5 

9 

0.24 

0.43 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm  —  lung, 

bronchus 

12 

2 

14 

0-38 

0.24 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm — breast 

.  .  • 

3 

3 

0-08 

0.14 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm — uterus 

.  .  . 

3 

3 

0-08 

0.05 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

20 

15 

35 

0.94 

0.81 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

0.03 

0.03 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

6 

7 

0.19 

0.08 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

22 

29 

51 

1.37 

1.27 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

34 

17 

51 

1.37 

1.46 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

4 

3 

7 

0.19 

0.14 

20 

Other  Heart  disease 

26 

35 

61 

1.64 

2.06 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

8 

11 

0.30 

0.54 

22 

Influenza 

0-00 

0.24 

23 

Pneumonia 

10 

8 

18 

0.48 

0.57 

24 

Bronchitis 

9 

4 

13 

0-35 

0-52 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

3 

1 

4 

0-11 

0.03 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

0.08 

0.08 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

... 

1 

0.03 

0.03 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

0.13 

0.05 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

0.11 

0.11 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  *  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

0.00 

0.03 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

5 

8 

0.22 

0.22 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

diseases 

10 

14 

24 

1  0.65 

1.03 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

8 

8 

0-21 

0-16 

34 

All  other  accidents 

8 

4 

12 

0-32 

0.30 

35 

Suicide 

2 

2 

0.05 

0.11 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

*  '  * 

1 

0.03 

0.00 

All  causes 

199 

171 

370 

9.96 

i 

11.04 
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DEATHS  —  ALL  CAUSES  —  1954. 


Age  Group 

Quarter  Ending 

Total  for 

31.3.54 

30-6.54 

30-9.54 

31.12.54 

the 

year 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

1  month 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

4 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

3 

1—  2 

months 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

2—  3 

11 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

.  .  . 

3—  6 

11 

... 

2 

.  •  • 

2 

6—9 

11 

.  •  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

9—12 

11 

•  •  • 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

Total  to  one  year 

1 

5 

1 

4 

2 

7 

6 

1—  4 

years 

3 

... 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

1 

5—  9 

11 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

10—19 

11 

1 

... 

2 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

1 

20—29 

11 

2 

... 

2 

... 

3 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

7 

.  •  • 

30—39 

11 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

1 

40—49 

11 

4 

5 

6 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

17 

11 

50- -59 

11 

5 

6 

7 

3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

20 

18 

60—64 

11 

4 

2 

3 

3 

9 

4 

7 

3 

23 

12 

65- -69 

11 

6 

5 

2 

4 

10 

6 

7 

3 

25 

18 

70—79 

11 

15 

16 

12 

12 

10 

11 

17 

14 

54 

53 

80—89 

11 

10 

19 

13 

10 

3 

5 

6 

5 

32 

39 

90  and 

over 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

•  .  . 

6 

... 

10 

54 

62 

49 

34 

47 

36 

49 

39 

199 

171 

Totals 

116 

83 

83 

88 

370 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  ...  1953 —  17  =  4-18% 

1954—  13  =  3-51% 

Deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over  ...  1953  —  255  =  62-65% 

1954  —  231  =62-43% 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  and  the  public 
cleansing  service  are  contained  in  the  following  report  of 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cleansing  Officer,  has  reported  separately  on  these  matters, 
as  in  previous  years 

To  the  Council  I  would  express  my  thanks  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  interest  and  support  received  during  the  year  and 
to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
enthusiastic  co-operation  which  has  been  of  great  assistance 
in  maintaining  the  standard  of  the  health  services  in  the 
district. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

West  Mailing,  Kent. 

6th  July,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  existing  in  the  rural  district  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

The  year  is  noteworthy  for  two  reasons,  viz.:  the  re¬ 
opening  of  six  private  slaughterhouses  consequent  upon  the 
decontrol  of  meat,  and  the  advent  of  the  new  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  These  two  duties  have  of 
course  increased  considerably  the  work  of  the  Department, 
but  it  has  been  possible  to  cope  adequately  with  the  work 
with  existing  staff,  although  it  has  resulted  in  a  reduction 
of  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  the  inspection  of  the  various 
registered  premises.  Up  to  the  present,  however,  this 
reduction  in  time  spent  has  not  caused  concern. 

The  new  First  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  took  up  his 
duties  with  the  Council  on  the  4th  January,  1954,  and  it 
has  been  possible  to  keep  an  unchanged  staff  throughout 
the  year,  which  assists  greatly  in  the  continuity  of  the 
work. 

In  the  following  report  you  will  note  that  it  has  been 
possible  to  carry  out  a  100%  meat  inspection  service,  but 
this  has  necessitated  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 
working  overtime  on  evenings  and  Sundays.  The  mainten¬ 
ance  of  this  standard  is,  in  my  view,  a  most  important 
public  health  function  and  I  intend  to  see  that  it  is  so 
maintained  at  all  times. 

On  the  Public  Cleansing  side,  cesspool  emptying  remains 
a  big  problem  and  the  implementation  of  the  various 
sewerage  schemes  envisaged  is  the  only  satisfactory  and 
permanent  solution. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
follows,  with  comments  on  each  subject. 
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HOUSING. 


As  in  previous  years,  housing  took  up  the  major  portion 
of  the  Department’s  time.  422  initial  inspections  of 
dwelling- houses  were  made  and  872  re-visits  were  necessary 
to  ensure  compliance  with  the  terms  of  notices  served.  A 
schedule  of  the  repair  work  carried  out  as  a  result  of  these 
inspections  appears  on  page  16. 

On  the  30th  August,  1954,  the  new  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act  came  into  force  which  enables  landlords  to 
increase  rents  and  the  Local  Authority  to  deal  with  unfit 
houses  by  demolition.  Amendments  were  also  made  which 
make  it  easier  to  obtain  improvement  grants. 

At  one  time  I  thought  that  landlords  would  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  permitted  rent  increase  and  that  as  a  result 
the  bulk  of  the  workers’  cottages  would  be  put  into  good 
repair,  but  I  am  disappointed  that  this  has  not  proved  to 
be  the  case.  I  have  no  information  as  to  how  many  land¬ 
lords  have  taken  advantage  of  this  part  of  the  Act,  but  I 
believe  the  number  to  be  small.  The  only  yardstick  I  have 
to  go  by  is  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair,  and  at  the  year’s  end  only  one 
such  application  had  been  received  and  this  was  granted. 
One  reason  why  landlords  are  not  availing  themselves  of 
this  part  of  the  Act  may  be  due  to  the  low  rateable  values 
of  the  smaller  cottages  which  means  that  the  permitted 
increase  of  rent  is  also  low. 

Improvement  grants  are  dealt  with  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  are  coming  in  more  steadily  now.  One  of  the 
pre-requisites  to  obtaining  a  grant  is,  inter  alia,  that  the 
property  shall  be  in  good  repair.  It  follows  that  an  owner 
keen  enough  to  obtain  the  grant  will  put  his  house  into 
good  repair  first,  and  this  will  do  much  to  salvage  property 
and  to  give  it  a  new  lease  of  life. 

A  preliminary  survey  of  unfit  dwellings  in  the  district 
was  initiated  towards  the  end  of  the  year  so  that  the  in¬ 
formation  required  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  Circular  55/54  may  be  supplied  and  the 
Council’s  programme  of  demolition  formulated.  Work  on 
unfit  houses  during  1954  resulted  in  three  houses  being 
demolished  informally,  two  houses  being  closed  informally, 
and  one  Closing  Order  was  made  under  Section  10  of  the 
Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1953.  In  the  latter  case  the 
cottage  was  converted  to  a  cafe  after  planning  approval  for 
the  change  of  use  had  been  obtained. 
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Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: — 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority .  159 

2.  By  others  .  90 


249 


Hutted  Camps:  At  the  beginning  of  1954,  69  huts  were 
occupied,  situated  at  Court  Lodge  Camp,  Aylesford;  A. A. 
Gun!|  Site,  Bur  ham;  Heath  Camp,  East  Mailing;  and  Ice 
House  Field,  West  Mailing.  It  was  possible,  during  the 
year,  to  rehouse  the  occupants  of  all  the  huts  at  Court 
Lodge  Camp,  Aylesford,  and  certain  families  from  the  other 
camps,  leaving  three  camps,  at  Burham,  East  Mailing  and 
West  Mailing,  with  a  total  of  40  occupied  huts  at  the  year’s 
end.  The  system  of  demolishing  huts  as  they  become  vacant 
was  continued  during  1954  and  will  be  so  continued  until 
all  huts  are  demolished. 

Maintenance  continued  to  be  a  difficult  problem  and  there 
was  no  falling  off  in  the  number  of  complaints  received 
from  tenants. 

The  responsibility  for  hutted  camps  was  transferred  from 
my  Department  to  the  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  R.  W.  Rendle. 
as  from  the  6th  September,  1954. 


Rural  Housing  Survey:  It  was  possible  to  carry  out  48 
further  inspections  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  houses  surveyed  to  2,853, 
details  of  which  are  set  out  below: — 


Category  No.  %  to  total 

surveyed 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects .  241  8-44 

2.  Minor  defects  .  2,167  75-95 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or 

improvement  296  10-37 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  .  —  _ 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 

reasonable  cost  ...  149  5-22 


14 


The  following  table  records  details  of  amenities  existing 
at  premises  inspected: — 


During 

1954 

Total  at 
end  of  1954 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ....  . 

48 

2,853 

Sink  ...<  ...  . . .  ...  . . .  . .  *>  ...  ... 

45 

2,741 

Washing  accommodation  . 

20 

2,431 

t~ :  n  t  li  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...'  ...  ... 

2 

395 

Cooking  Facilities: 

*  Ranges  .  . .  . 

26 

2,204 

Electricity  . 

1 

191 

O  as  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

21 

439 

f)il  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

19 

Food  Storage: 

Ventilated  . 

— 

556 

Unventilated  ...  . 

48 

2,297 

Water  Supply: 

am  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

12 

2,785 

Well  or  spring  (individual)  . 

— 

7 

Rainwater  storage . 

— 

25 

Piped  indoors  . 

36 

2,666 

Drainage : 

Sew  ei  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1,882 

Cesspool  . 

18 

843 

]^lon0  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...'  ... 

30 

128 

Closet  Accommodation : 

W.C.  indoors  ...  . 

— 

376 

W.C.  outdoors  . 

18 

2,113 

Pail  closet  outdoors .  . 

28 

343 

Privy  midden .  . 

— 

9 

Chemical  closet  . 

2 

12 

*  It  should  be  noted  that  approximately  65  %  of 
other  means  of  cooking,  either  by  electricity  or 

this  number  have 
gas,  in  addition  to 

ranges. 


The  officer  engaged  on  this  work  again  spent  the  major 
portion  of  his  time  making  enquiries  in  connection  with  the 
selection  of  tenants  for  Council  houses  and  other  duties, 
and  in  fact  was  transferred  to  the  Housing  Department  as 
from  the  6th  September,  1954.  Since  that  date  inspections 
have  had  to  be  discontinued. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected 
to  existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review: — 

Additional  W.C.s  installed  .  •••  43 

„  flushing  cisterns  installed  .  43 

„  lavatory  basins  installed  .  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  baths  installed  .  30 

,,  sinks  installed  .  ...  . .  3 

,,  urinals  installed  .  .  ...  1 

,,  gullies  installed  .  22 

„  interceptor  traps  installed  .  7 

„  inspection  chambers  installed .  38 

,,  water  heaters  installed .  ....  ...  11 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ....  .  62 

Chimney-pots  fixed  .  8 

Cesspools  provided  ....  .  20 

Manhole  covers/frames  renewed  .  42 

Drains  laid/altered/repaired .  294 

Drain  ventilation  shafts  repaired/renewed  . .  2 

Drain  ventilation  shafts  provided .  ...  11 

Pail  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.s .  10 

Elsan  closets  provided  ...  1 

Subsoil  irrigation  provided  to  drainage  systems  .  22 

Dip-pipes  provided  to  cesspools  .  9 

Roofs  repaired  .  37 

Sinks  renewed  . ,  .  14 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired/renewed  .  12 

Sink  pillars  renewed  ...  2 

W.C.  pans  renewed  ....  .  ...  19 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  renewed/repaired .  22 

W.C.  seats  renewed  ...  . .  ...  7 

External  walls  repointed/repaired  ....  32 

Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed  .  83 

Cooking  ranges  repaired/renewed .  8 

Wall  plaster  repaired/renewed  .  28 

Gullies  renewed  .  ...  .  1 

Inspection  chambers  reconstructed .  2 

Coppers  repaired  ...  ....  ....  6 

Fire  grates  repaired/renewed  .  .  ...  io 

Yard  paving  repaired/renewed  .  4 

Rainwater  guttering  repaired/renewed .  39 

Dustbins  supplied  ....  ...  ...  118 

Floors  repaired/renewed  .  18 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired/renewed  .  9 

Chimney  stacks  repaired/renewed .  15 

W.C.  compartments  repaired/reconstructed  .  4 

Dampness  remedied  . 32 

Dirty  premises  cleansed .  4 

Intervening  vent  space  provided  .  4 

Concrete  floors  provided  to  hopper  huts  in  lieu  of  earth .  97 

New  hopper  huts  provided  ...  ...  .  .  12 

Hopper  hut  latrines  whitewashed .  18 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  during  1954  9 

,,  Informal  Notices  served  during  1954  .  137 

„  complaints  received  during  1954  .  334 
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HOP  AND  FRUIT  PICKERS’  CAMPS. 


Thirty-two  hop-pickers’  camps  were  occupied  during  the 
1954  season  by  an  estimated  8,500  pickers.  Hop-picking 
machines  have  now  appeared  in  the  district  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  number  of  pickers  will  progressively 
fall  as  the  machine  comes  into  its  own.  47  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  were  made  to  the  camps  to  check  on  living  and 
sanitary  conditions,  when  conditions  were  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory.  Improvements  were  carried  out  at 
various  camps  during  the  year,  and  in  this  connection  97 
concrete  floors  were  provided  in  lieu  of  earth  and  12  new 
huts  were  provided  in  place  of  12  unsatisfactory  huts  which 
were  demolished. 

The  Inspecting  Medical  Officer  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  visited  the  district  on  the  30th  August  and  inspected 
five  camps,  finding  them  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  major  portion  of  the  rural  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company,  but  the  Maidstone  Waterworks 
Company  and  the  Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company 
supply  small  numbers  of  houses  within  the  area.  In  addition 
to  these  public  supplies,  seven  private  water  supplies  are 
known  to  the  Department,  supplying  in  all  201  properties. 
Details  of  all  these  supplies  are  set  out  below. 

According  to  the  Valuation  List  there  were  10,635  in¬ 
habited  dwellings  at  the  end  of  1954,  and  approximately 
97-8%  of  these  were  served  by  a  piped  supply  of  water, 
some  from  public  and  some  from  private  mains.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  the  number  of  houses  supplied  by  stand- 
pipes,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  figure  is  approximately 
1%  of  the  total  number  of  houses  having  a  piped  supply. 

It  will  be  noted,  by  anyone  comparing  this  year’s  figure 
of  97-8%  connections  with  that  of  9812%  for  1953,  that 
the  percentage  of  dwellings  in  the  district  enjoying  a  piped 
supply  of  water  has  apparently  fallen.  This,  of  course,  is 
not  so,  but  is  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
differences  in  time  between  completion  of  dwellings,  their 
occupation,  valuation,  and  the  date  at  which  water  rate  is 
payable  on  entry  in  the  books  of  the  Water  Company.  This 
position  always  exists,  but  it  so  happens  that  for  the  year 
1954  it  reflects  badly  on  the  percentage  connections. 

17 


Houses  supplied  by  statutory  water  undertakings : 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company  . 10,129 

Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  .  54 

Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  ...  17 

- 10,200 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  private  sources: 

Tottington  Spring  Supply  .  43 

British  Quarrying  Company  Sjupply  (B.  Green)...  6 

A.P.C.M.  Ltd.  Supply  (Burham)  .  3 

Hamptons  Private  Supply  . 29 

Fairlawn  Private  Supply  ...  114 

Yotes  Court  Private  Supply  .  6 

-  201 


10,401 


Samples:  All  supplies  are  subjected  to  sampling  from 
time  to  time.  The  following  table  indicates  the  results  of 
the  year’s  sampling.  In  addition  to  the  results  shown,  the 
Maidstone  and  Mid-Kent  Water  Companies  sample  their 
supplies  regularly  and  submit  the  results  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

Type  of  Water 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Raw  Water 

43 

23 

20 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Treated  Water 

12 

12 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  were  22 
unsatisfactory  samples  during  the  year,  20  bacteriological 
and  2  chemical,  and  I  am  able  to  report  that  action  was 
taken  on  all  these  samples. 

Two  samples  were  from  a  well  serving  two  cottages  in 
the  parish  of  West  Mailing.  These  cottages  are  situated 
too  far  from  the  public  mains  for  connection  to  be  made  at 
reasonable  cost,  and  in  view  of  this  the  owners  were  advised 
to  provide  table  filters  for  use  by  the  tenants.  As  a  result 
of  this  action,  arrangements  were  made  for  such  filters  to 
be  provided  and  they  came  into  use  early  in  1955. 

Eleven  other  samples  were  taken  from  the  Yotes  Court 
private  supply  at  Mereworth,  in  an  endeavour  to  localise 
pollution.  Action  was  taken  to  exclude  birds  and  to  prevent 
surface  pollution,  and  a  warning  notice  was  placed  beside 
a  roadside  drinking-trough  served  by  the  supply  and  occa¬ 
sionally  used  by  the  public.  Subsequent  samples  have  proved 
satisfactory. 
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With  regard  to  the  Tottington  Spring  Supply,  investiga¬ 
tions  commenced  in  1953  were  continued  and  as  a  result, 
at  the  year’s  end,  bacteriological  filters  were  being  fitted  to 
the  taps  serving  premises  connected  to  the  supply.  These 
filters  had  been  tested  with  crude  sewage,  and  samples  of 
the  water  when  passed  through  the  filters  were  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Work  of  fitting  filters 
was  completed  early  in  1955.  The  remaining  9  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  batch  samples  taken  in 
connection  with  investigations  into  this  supply  and  included 
those  taken  during  testing  of  the  filters. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  all  private  water  supplies,  and 
samples  are  frequently  taken  to  ensure  their  purity. 

You  will  note  that  the  Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water 
Company  supply  17  premises  in  the  parish  of  Shipbourne 
against  4  premises  during  1953.  This  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  taking  over  of  the  Fairhill  private  supply  by 
the  Company,  as  many  samples  of  the  supply  had  given 
indifferent  results. 


Extension  of  Mains:  2,164  yards  of  mains  were  laid 
during  the  year,  details  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table: — 


Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Company 

Aylesford 

530 

4  inches 

Mid-Kent 

Birling 

163 

3  „ 

11 

Borough  Green 

585 

4  „ 

11 

11  11 

437 

3  „ 

11 

Ightham 

449 

3  „ 

11 

Delivery  of  Water:  It  was  necessary  to  deliver  a  total  of 
6,000  gallons  of  water  during  the  year,  to  premises  in  the 
parishes  of  West  Peckham,  Mereworth,  and  Birling.  These 
deliveries  were,  as  in  past  years,  limited  to  a  small  number 
of  properties,  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  public  water 
mains.  During  the  drier  months  of  the  year,  the  supply  of 
water  stored  in  their  tanks  becomes  exhausted  and  they 
request  assistance  from  the  Council. 

It  is  usually  necessary  to  work  overtime  to  deliver  this 
water,  and  the  Water  Company  are  informed  of  the  time 
and  place  of  collection  from  their  mains.  The  water  is 
carried  in  a  portable  400-gallon  tank  which  is  placed  on 
your  “  Thames  ”  truck. 
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METEOROLOGY. 


The  following  data  concerning  meteorology  for  the  year 
1954  (with  comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years) 
recorded  at  East  Mailing  Research  Station  has  been  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Meteorological  Officer  of  that  station: — 


Month 

Average  Thermometer 
(Max.) 

Average  Thermometer 
(Min.) 

Highest  Thermometer 

Lowest  Thermometer 

Average  Barometer 

Total  Rainfall  (ins.) 

35  years  average* 

Heaviest  Rainfall  in 

any  one  day. 

Number  of  days  on 

which  rain  fell 

January 

42 

32 

57 

12 

30.03 

1.64 

1.96 

0.51 

14 

February 

42 

32 

52 

11 

29.74 

2.25 

1.85 

0.42 

15 

March 

50 

37 

61 

28 

29.68 

2.40 

2  01 

0.43 

17 

April 

54 

36 

62 

30 

30.15 

0.38 

1.65 

0,16 

8 

May 

62 

45 

82 

31 

29.92 

1.67 

1.67 

0.50 

14 

June 

65 

49 

73 

39 

29.88 

2.56 

2.04 

0.42 

12 

JulF 

66 

51 

75 

41 

29.83 

2.45 

2.19 

1.01 

13 

August 

68 

51 

78 

43 

29.79 

2.96 

2.19 

0.95 

12 

September 

64 

48 

82 

33 

29.84 

1.53 

1.98 

0.24 

20 

October 

61 

47 

69 

26 

29.89 

1.81 

3.11 

0.50 

17 

November 

52 

38 

61 

28 

29-81 

4.95 

2.79 

1.08 

21 

December 

50 

38 

58 

25 

29.85 

1.50 

2.66 

0.89 

12 

Total/Average  for  the  year 

29.87 

26.10 

26.10 

1.08 

175 

Total/ Average  for  the  year 

1950 

27.35 

26.10 

1.36 

184 

99 

1951 

35.81 

26.10 

1.45 

194 

99 

99 

1952 

26.43 

26.10 

1.13 

183 

99 

99 

99 

1953 

20.94 

26.10 

0.91 

140 

99 

99 

99 

1954 

1 

26.10 

26.10 

1.08 

175 

*  Weighted  averages  for  the  35-year  period  1881-1915. 

Summary:  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  total 
rainfall  for  the  year  was  26-10  inches,  which  corresponds  exactly  to 
the  average  figure  for  the  area. 

The  heaviest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  was  1-08  inches  on  the  6th 
November. 


November  was  the  wettest  month  of  the  year  with  4-95  inches  of 
rain,  recorded  in  21  days. 

The  longest  wet  period  of  the  year  was  recorded  over  10  days  on 
three  occasions:  February  23rd  to  March  4th  (inch),  March  28th  to 
April  6th  (inch)  and  21st  to  30th  November  (inch),  the  latter  being 
the  wettest  of  the  three  periods. 

The  longest  dry  period  was  recorded  over  11  days  on  two  occasions, 
7th  to  17th  April  (inch)  and  19th  to  29th  April  (inch).  The  period 
from  7th  to  29th  April  was;  broken  with  0-01  inch  being  recorded  on 
18th  April. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Premises:  The  following  table  indicates  the  number 
of  food  premises  within  the  rural  district  which  have  been 


inspected  and  recorded  in  the  Department: — 

Cafes  and  Works  Canteens .  47 

Bakehouses  15 

Butchers’  Shops .  32 

Fishmongers’  Shops  .  10 

Grocers  and  General  Stores .  92 

Licensed  Premises  .  100 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  0 


During  the  year  781  routine  inspections  were  made  to 
all  types  of  food  premises,  particular  attention  being  paid 
to  those  on  the  trunk  road  A.20  during  the  holiday  season 
when  large  numbers  of  day  trippers  are  catered  for.  A 
number  of  minor  defects  were  noted  and  the  necessary 
improvement  and  repair  carried  out.  At  each  inspection 
traders  are  reminded  of  the  Council’s  Food  Byelaws  and 
the  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  notices 
requiring  food  handlers  to  wa^h  their  hands  after  using 
the  toilet  and  before  handling  food  are  renewed  as  and 
when  necessary  and  are  most  useful  as  a  constant  reminder 
of  this  one  important  aspect  of  food  hygiene.  Opportunity 
is  always  taken  to  visit  food  premises  upon  the  change  of 
ownership,  for  the  new  owner  is  generally  keen  to  improve 
business  and  consequently  is  amenable  to  suggestions  for 
improvement  brought  forward  by  the  Inspector.  Advice 
has  been  given  on  hygienic  methods  of  storing  food  stocks 
and  containers  to  facilitate  cleansing  and  obviate  breeding 
grounds  for  rats  and  mice. 

Rat  and  mice  work  in  food  premises  continues  to  be 
carried  out  from  time  to  time  by  the  Rodent  Operator,  and 
only  one  serious  mouse  infestation  was  found  during  the 
year,  at  a  butcher’s  shop.  Treatment  was  carried  out  and 
steps  taken  to  prevent  a  further  infestation. 

Two  bakehouses  and  one  butcher’s  closed  during  the  year, 
the  latter  due  to  staff  difficulties. 

Efforts  to  improve  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  public- 
houses  have  continued  and  in  most  cases  brewers  have  been 
most  co-operative. 

Although  there  is  no  cause  for  concern  in  the  condition 
of  food  premises  generally  in  the  district,  of  course  condi¬ 
tions  are  not  perfect  and  it  is  necessary  to  visit  constantly 
in  an  effort  to  improve  and  still  further  improve  the 
position. 

Slaughterhouses:  With  the  decontrol  of  meat  on  the  1st 
July,  the  Government  placed  upon  Local  Authorities  the 
onus  of  ensuring  that  sufficient  slaughtering  facilities  were 
available  in  each  district  for  the  needs  of  the  butchers.  To 
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this  end,  a  meeting  was  held  with  the  National  Farmers' 
Union  and  the  Master  Butchers’  Association,  and  all  the 
29  slaughterhouses  on  the  Register  in  1939  were  visited. 

Twelve  applications  for  the  re-licensing  of  premises  were 
received.  Six  applications  were  refused  on  the  grounds  that 
the  premises  were  not  suitable  on  public  health  grounds, 
and  the  other  six  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  three 
years  after  the  necessary  works  to  make  them  fit  had  been 
carried  out.  Of  the  slaughterhouses  re-licensed,  only  four 
have  been  in  regular  use,  one  has  been  used  upon  two 
occasions,  and  the  other  has  not  yet  been  used  for 
slaughtering. 

During  the  period  from  1st  July  to  the  end  of  the  year 
a  total  of  1,243  animals  had  been  slaughtered  in  the  rural 
district  for  human  consumption,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  a 
100%  inspection  has  been  effected.  All  condemned  meat  is 
stained  with  a  green  dye  to  prevent  its  misuse  and,  satis¬ 
factory  arrangements  have  been  made  with  a  glue  Company 
to  collect  it  for  processing. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amounts  con¬ 
demned  in  1954  are  as  follows: — 

Cattle  Cows-  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 


Number  Killed  . 

Number  Inspected  . 

ex.  cows 

l  200 

117 

45 

57 

824 

1,243 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned... 

1 

__ 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

36 

37 

1 

3 

21 

98 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

18-5 

32.4 

4.4 

5-2 

2.6 

8-0 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

6 

22 

_ 

10 

38 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  ...  ...  . 

3-0 

18-8 

1.2 

3-0 

Approximate  weight  condemned:  1 

ton  3 

cwts. 

2  qtrs. 

12 

lbs. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  deadweight 
certification  of  pigs  was  undertaken  and  two  of  the 
slaughterhouses  were  approved  as  Ordinary  Deadweight 
Certification  Centres.  Since  the  scheme  commenced  in 
November,  a  total  of  45  pigs  had  been  certified  to  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Milk  Supplies:  There  were  12  dairies  on  the  register  at 
the  year’s  end.  The  number  of  registered  “  distributors 
of  milk  increased  by  6  during  1954,  making  a  total  of  67. 
Most  of  this  number  are  in  fact  shopkeepers  who  retail 
“  sterilised  ”  milk  in  the  unopened  bottles  in  which  it  is 
received  from  a  licensed  processor. 
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Routine  inspections  were  made  to  dairies  and  “  distribu¬ 
tors  ”  during  the  year,  when  conditions  were  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory. 

The  undermentioned  licences  to  use  special  designations 
were  granted  during  the  year: — 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers’  Licences 

10 

12 

40 

Supplementary  Licences 

7 

7 

1 

Totals 

17 

19 

41 

With  regard  to  the  dealers’  licences,  three  persons  bottle 
“  tuberculin  tested  ”  milk  obtained  from  local  farmers.  It 
is  bottled  and  capped  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 
In  all  other  cases  the  designated  milk  is  sold  in  the  sealed 
bottles  in  which  it  is  received  from  the  licensed  dealer. 

The  standard  of  designated  milk  remains  high,  there 
being  only  two  unsatisfactory  samples  during  the  past  year, 
representing  2-5%  of  the  total  samples  taken.  This  com¬ 
pares  very  favourably  with  recent  years  (1951,  7  5% ; 
1952,  7-6%;  and  1953,  5  2%). 

Regular  samples  are  taken  from  all  dealers  within  the 
rural  district,  and  when  these  do  not  satisfy  the  prescribed 
test,  follow-up  samples  are  taken  and  investigations  carried 
out  until  the  supply  is  proved  satisfactory.  Details  of 
samples  taken  during  1954  are  set  out  below.  In  the  case 
of  the  two  unsatisfactory  samples,  repeat  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 


Grade 

Number  of  samples 
taken 

Number  which  satisfied 
the  prescribed  test 

Number  which  did 
not  satisfy  the 
prescribed  test 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

10 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 
[Pasteurised] 

6 

6 

— 

Pasteurised 

19 

19 

— 

Sterilised 

33 

33 

— 
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Where  milk  is  known  to  be  sold  raw,  samples  are  taken 
and  submitted  for  biological  examination  by  the  County 
Pathological  Laboratories.  In  addition,  when  bovine  cattle 
are  slaughtered  and  found  on  post-mortem  examination  to 
be  affected  with  tuberculosis,  further  samples  are  taken 
from  the  milk  supplied  by  the  remainder  of  the  herd.  A 
total  of  10  biological  samples  was  taken  during  the  year 
and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  proved  negative  for  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis. 


Voluntary  Surrender  of  Foodstuffs:  The  following 
quantity  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Article 

Tinned  and  bottled  fruits 

Tinned  soups  . 

Tinned  vegetables 
Tinned  fish 

Wet  fish  . 

Tinned  meats  . 

Butchers’  meat . 

Jams  . 

Cheese  . 

Bacon  . 

Meat  paste  . 

Pickles  . 

Marzipan  . 


Total 


Weight 
cwts.  qtrs.  lbs. 

1  0  25 

2 

1  8 

3 
7 

1  18 

27  3  12 

11 

2  2 

17 


4 


ozs. 

2 

15 

8 

14 

0 

10 

0* 

10 

8 

0 

3 

10 

0 


30 


3  3  0 


In  addition  to  the  weights  shown  above,  the  equivalent  of  44§  pints 
of  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  was  also  surrendered  as  unfit. 

*  Of  this  total  weight  23  cwts.  2  qtrs.  12  lbs.  was  surrendered  at 
private  slaughterhouses  during  meat  inspection  immediately  after 
slaughter. 

All  unfit  tinned  food  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip.  Butchers’  meat  is  collected  by  a  glue  Company  as 
previously  explained.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a 
welcome  reduction  in  the  quantities  of  tinned  and  bottled 
foods  found  to  be  unfit  during  the  year. 

Sampling  by  Comity  Sampling  Officers:  The  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
within  the  Rural  District  of  Mailing  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1954,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
have  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S. 
Strugnell)  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the 
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Kent  County  Council,  who  are  the  responsible  authority  for 
this  purpose  in  the  district: — 


Article  No. 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of 

Quinine  1 

Aspirin  Tables  B.P.  ....  ...  1 

Barley  Water  Crystals  ....  1 

Batter  Mixture  .  1 

Blackcurrant  and  Glycerine 

Pastiles  ...  .  1 

Bronchial  Mixture  ...  ...  1 

Butter  . ...  1 

Choc-o-Doodle  Biscuit  ...  1 

Chocolate  Menier  .  1 

Chocolate  Mints  .  1 

Cholly  Choc .  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  ...  1 

Cooking  Fat  .  ...  1 

Cream-filled  Milk  Chocolate 

Tea  Biscuit  .  ....  1 

D.C.L.  Vitamin  B.l  Yeast 

Tablets  1 

Desiccated  Coconut  ...  ...  1 

Dripping  1 

Egg  Scramble  Soupmix  ....  2 


Article  No. 

B/fd.  ...  19 

Essence  of  Coffee  and  Chicory  1 

Friar’s  Balsam  B.P .  1 

Fruligar  .  1 

Gin  ....  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ground  Arrowroot  ...  ...  1 

Krusto  Pastry  Maker  ...  1 

Liqufruta  1 

Milks  . .  ...  42 

Non-Alcoholic  Tomato  Juice 

Cocktail  .  1 

Refined  Hog  Fat  .  1 

Rice  Toasties  .  1 

Sago  .  1 

Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Serocalcin  .  1 

Spray  Dried  Skim  Milk 

Powder  18 

Tarragon  Vinegar  .  1 

Tea  2 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail  ...  1 

Whisky  ...  .  1 


C/fd.  ...  19 


Total  . . .  100 


Summary:  Milks  42,  Drugs  10,  Spirits  5,  other  samples  43,  Total  100. 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following: — 


Sample  of 

Egg  Scramble 
Soupmix 


Analysis 

Inferior.  Approximate 
Composition:  Wheat 
Starch  50,  Monosed 
Glutamate  18,  Salt  16, 
Fat  9,  Dried  Egg  not 
more  than  6  % ,  other 
ingredients  1.  Label  in 
wrong  order. 


Action  taken 

As  a  follow  up  sample 
was  found  to  be  gen¬ 
uine  it  would  appear 
that  the  Manufacturers 
have  altered  the  per¬ 
centage  of  ingredients 
so  that  the  labelling 
particulars  are  now 
satisfactory. 


Krusto  Pastry 
Maker 


Inferior.  Fat  27-5% 
Available  C02  0-20. 


The  deficiency  in  C02 
was  due  to  the  time 
the  article  had  been  in 
store.  The  remainder 
of  the  stock  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 


Choc-o-Doodle 

Biscuit 


Inferior.  Use  of  word  Manufacturers 
*  cream  ’  not  in  accord-  informed, 
ance  with  Code  of 
Practice. 


Cholly  Choc.  Fat  0-3,  total  solidsAmended  label  now 

24-3,  protein  4-6,  dext-approved. 
rose  6  % ,  milk  powder 
(skimmed)  11%.  On 
label  ‘  Milk  Powder  ’ 
should  be  described  as 
skimmed.  Inferior. 
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Sample  of 
Milk,  T.T. 


Milk 


Cream-filled 
Milk  Chocolate 
Tea  Biscuit 


Milk,  Channel 
Islands  T.T. 


Analysis 

Adulterated.  Fat  2-7%. 
Solids  not  fat  9-25% 
Deficient  10%  of  mini¬ 
mum  amount  of  fat. 

Inferior.  Fat  2-9%, 
solids  not  fat  9-15%. 
Deficient  3-3%  mini¬ 
mum  amount  of  fat. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the 
description  of  this  bis¬ 
cuit  complies  either 
with  the  letter  or  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Cbde 
of  Practice.  Inferior. 

Fat  3-65%.  Solids  not 
fat  9-25%.  Deficient 
8-75%  minimum 
amount  of  fat. 
Adulterated. 


Action  taken 

Producer  interviewed 
and  advised. 


Producer  interviewed 
and  advised. 


Manufacturers 

informed. 

Wording-  on  wrapper  to 
be  amended. 


Reported  to  Milk  Divi¬ 
sion,  Ministry  of  Food. 


Ice-Cream:  There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream 
within  the  district.  At  the  year’s  end  95  premises  were 
registered  for  storage  and  sale,  and  in  each  case  the  ice¬ 
cream  was  received  from  approved  sources.  54  samples  were 
taken,  embracing  8  different  brands.  The  results  of  the 
samples  were  good,  50  giving  Grade  I  and  4  giving  Grade  II 
results  upon  examination.  There  were  no  Grade  III  or  IV 
results  during  1954.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  regis¬ 
tered  premises  remains  high  and  every  effort  is  taken  to 
ensure  that  newly  registered  premises  comply  in  all  respects 
with  the  standard  required  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to 
ice-cream  over  the  past  six  years: — 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Premises  regis¬ 
tered  for 

storage  and 

sale  - ..... 

39 

58 

81 

94 

89 

95 

R  e  s  ul  t  s  o  f 

samples:  Gr.  1 

3 

7 

23 

59 

41 

50 

(60%) 

(20%) 

(65-7%) 

(72.8%) 

(74-6%) 

(92.6%) 

Gr.  2 

— 

15 

8 

14 

13 

4 

Gr.  3 

1 

(42-9%) 

8 

(22-9%) 

4 

(17.3%) 

6 

(23-6%) 

1 

(7-4%) 

Gr.  4 

(20%) 

1 

(22-8%) 

5 

(11-4%) 

(7.4%) 

2 

(1*8%) 

Total  samples 

(20%) 

5 

(14-3%) 

35 

35 

(2*5%  ) 
81 

55 

54 

The  figures  in  this  table  include  repeat  samples  taken  in 
cases  where  primary  samples  proved  to  be  below  the  re¬ 
quired  standard. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  same  methods  of  baiting  for  rats  and  mice  have  been 
used  as  in  previous  years  and  Warfarin  has  again  proved 
to  be  an  efficient  poison.  It  has  been  possible  to  do  more 
survey  work,  as  required  by  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  than  heretofore,  but  visits  to  farms  and 
agricultural  land  are  still  low.  The  parish  of  Snodland  was 
surveyed  in  connection  with  infestation  of  the  sewers  and 
“  block  control  ”  treatments  were  carried  out.  It  is  evident 
that  more  people  are  getting  to  know  of  the  service  provided 
by  the  Council  and  notifying  the  Department  of  infestations 
in  their  early  stages  before  they  reach  major  proportions. 

Observations  are  made  during  the  season  to  ensure  that 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dis¬ 
mantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950,  are  complied  with  by 
farmers  and  contractors  within  the  district.  I  am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  no  contraventions  of  these  Regula¬ 
tions  have  been  noted.  The  Rodent  Operator  is  conversant 
with  these  Regulations  and  keeps  observations. 

Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  Rodent  Operator  to  the 
Councils  refuse  tips,  cesspool  emptier  tips  and  sewage 
disposal  works  to  ensure  that  they  are  maintained  free  of 
rats,  mice  and  other  pests. 

The  following  tables  summarise  treatments,  both  as 
regards  surface  and  sewers: — 

Surface: 


Local 

Authority 

1 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

Total 

Total  number  of 
Properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  area. 

17 

10206 

490* 

1033 

11256 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  notifica¬ 
tion. 

102 

24 

126 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  survey  or 
otherwise. 

17 

93 

60 

7 

177 

Number  of  infested 
Properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
during  1954.  (Com¬ 
pleted  treatments 
only). 

,  Rats 

8 

162 

3 

19 

192 

Mice 

28 

— ■ 

12 

40 

Number  of  “  block 
control”  treatments 
carried  out. 

26  involving  180  individual  premises. 

*  This  is  an  approximate  figure.  An  exact  figure  will  be  obtained 
when  it  has  been  possible  to  survey  all  farms,  etc. 
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In  addition,  59  retreatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  at  properties  included  in  the  above  figures. 

SEWERS. 


Section 

Number  of 
Manholes 

Number 

Pre-baited 

Number  of 
Pre-bait  takes 

Number  poison 
baited 

Number  of 
poison  bait  takes 

Jan. 

July 

Dec 

Jan. 

piy 

Dec. 

Jan. 

July 

Dec. 

Jan. 

July 

Dec. 

Aylesford  inc. 
Burham  &  Eccles 

132 

15 

East  Mailing 

80 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ditton 

80 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Borough  Green 

65 

8 

-- 

Platt 

45 

3 

Plaxtol 

36 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wrotham 

30 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Mailing 

71 

12 

64 

11 

7 

10 

— 

7 

12 

— 

7 

10 

— 

Snodland 

87 

39 

84 

21 

27 

17 

15 

35 

22 

16 

27 

11 

13 

Totals 

626 

107 

148 

32 

34 

27 

15 

42 

34 

16 

34 

21 

13 

The  test  of  all  sewers,  carried  out  in  January,  again 
showed  that  maintenance  treatment  was  necessary  only  in 
the  parishes  of  West  Mailing  and  Snodland  and,  as  a 
result  of  this,  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  wrote  on  the  29th 
March,  stating  that  the  10%  test  of  sewers  in  the  parishes 
of  Aylesford,  Burham,  East  Mailing,  Borough  Green, 
Wrotham,  Ditton,  Plaxtol  and  Platt  need  not  be  carried  out 
until  the  Spring  of  1956.  This  was  a  welcome  suggestion 
as  a  considerable  amount  of  time  is  involved  in  such  baiting 
and  the  Operator  was  able  to  carry  on  with  normal  routine 
work.  I  would  add  that  the  sewers  in  the  eight  parishes 
mentioned  in  the  Ministry’s  letter  have  remained  con¬ 
sistently  free  of  rats  since  this  type  of  baiting  was  com¬ 
menced  some  years  ago. 

It  has  been  possible,  during  1954,  to  carry  out  additional 
sewer  treatments  in  West  Mailing  and  Snodland,  in  an 
endeavour  to  reduce  the  infestations  in  these  parishes.  This 
has  been  approached  from  the  “  vertical  block  control  ” 
aspect,  that  is,  the  treatment  of  sewers  in  a  given  area 
together  with  infested  surface  properties  surrounding  them. 
I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  whilst  the  inf  estation 
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of  sewers  in  the  two  parishes  has  not  been  eliminated,  the 
general  position  is  improving.  It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  find 
time  for  this  system  of  treatment  to  be  continued  during 
the  coming  year. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  three  treat¬ 
ments  were  carried  out  during  1954,  in  January,  July  and 
December,  as  compared  with  two,  in  January  and  July,  in 
past  years.  This  was  because  the  normal  January  1955 
treatment  was  put  forward  one  month  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

PEST  CONTROL. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  work  of  eradication 
of  pests  was  carried  out:  Fleas  7,  Flies  2,  Bed  Bugs  5, 
Ants  2,  Cockroaches  5,  total  21. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  Liquid 
insecticide  or  smoke  generators  containing  residual  D.D.T. 
are  used  for  the  treatment  of  most  infestations,  but  powder 
is  used  against  ants  and  cockroaches  in  normal  circum¬ 
stances.  I  am  able  to  report  that  in  all  cases  treatment  has 
proved  satisfactory  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
return  for  retreatments. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  detailed  plans  of  the  Aylesford  and  Ditton  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  expected  at  the  year’s  end 
were  actually  received  early  in  the  new  year  and  forthwith 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment.  A  starting  date  is  expected  in  the  year  commencing 
1st  April,  1956.  The  implementation  of  this  Scheme  will  do 
much  to  relieve  the  heavy  burden  of  cesspool  emptying  and 
will  allow  further  building  development  in  the  area  where 
it  is  needed  most,  viz. :  adjacent  to  the  large  industries. 

The  works  of  conversion  at  the  Swan  Street  pumping 
station  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  new  centri¬ 
fugal  electric  pumps  came  into  use  during  March.  They 
have  since  functioned  quite  satisfactorily  and  have  brought 
about  a  very  welcome  improvement  resulting  in  a  reduction 
of  the  time  needed  for  maintenance. 

New  and  enlarged  machinery  was  provided  to  the  rotary 
filter  at  the  West  Mailing  sewage  works  during  the  year 
which  made  it  possible  to  discharge  an  increased  flow  of 
sewage  to  the  filter.  This  has  resulted  in  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  only  to  the  final  effluent  discharged  to  the  stream. 

During  the  year,  only  10  pail  closets  were  converted  to 
water  closets,  but  during  the  past  six  years  no  fewer  than 
186  such  conversions  were  effected.  To  the  average  cottager 
this  is  the  first  and  most  desired  improvement.  However, 
all  of  these  conversions  have  taken  place  in  the  rural  dis- 
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triet  where  no  sewers  exist  and  the  new  cesspools  provided 
as  a  consequence  have  added  to  the  commitments  of  the 
Cleansing  Service. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  following  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  during  the  year  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Cleansing  Officer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Weller. 

By  way  of  introduction  to  the  main  details  of  the  work, 
the  following  points  stand  out  as  worthy  of  special 
mention: — 

1.  The  number  of  new  houses  built  annually  continues  to 
increase.  This  adds  not  only  to  the  amount  of  refuse 
to  be  collected  and  disposed  of,  but,  in  many  cases,  to 
additional  cesspools  to  be  emptied. 

2.  The  ancillary  work  of  the  Department  covers  many 
jobs:  for  example,  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
Mortuaries,  water  carriage  to  premises  dependent  on 
stored  rainwater,  furniture  removal  in  certain  cases, 
the  carriage  of  polling  booths  to  Polling  Stations  and, 
a  further  addition,  the  removal  of  dead  animals  from 
the  highway.  This  latter  service  was  particularly  in 
demand  during  the  epidemic  of  Myxamatosis,  when 
large  numbers  of  dead  rabbits  were  removed  from  the 
highways. 

3.  The  difficulty  of  attracting  and  retaining  the  right  type 
of  labour  for  the  Cleansing  Service. 

Manpower. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  today  is  the  recruitment 
and  retention  of  suitable  labour  for  Local  Authority  work, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  more  attractive  rates  of  pay  are 
being  offered  by  local  industry.  Much  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  design  of  vehicles  but  the  job  still  remains 
unpleasant  and  laborious. 

The  difficulties  in  carrying  out  an  efficient  service  can  be 
visualised  from  the  fact  that  during  the  year  under  review 
with  a  nominal  outside  staff  of  48,  the  changes  in  personnel, 
due  to  men  leaving  and  the  engagement  of  replacements, 
amounted  to  17.  In  addition,  270  days  were  lost  through 
sickness,  four  men  in  the  same  Territorial  unit  were  away 
at  camp  at  the  same  time,  and  annual  holidays,  amounting 
to  approximately  96  weeks,  had  to  be  catered  for. 

The  one-time  attraction  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness 
pay  no  longer  applies,  as  it  is  becoming  more  general  for 
Industry  to  offer  these  facilities,  often  without  direct  cost 
to  the  employee.  I  feel  that  the  efficient  working  of  the 
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Service  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  loyalty  of  the 
Foreman  and  the  older  members  of  the  staff. 

The  outside  staff  of  the  Council,  numbering  48,  consists 

of  the  following: — 

1  Foreman 

1  Motor  Mechanic 

1  Depot  Labourer  to  assist  Mechanic 

2  Refuse  Disposal  Men 
14  Refuse  Collectors 

12  Men  on  Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  Soil 

2  Salvage  Sorters  and  Balers  (Women) 

1  Rodent  Operator 

2  Maintenance  Men 

2  Men  on  Disposal  Plants,  Grass  Cutting  and  Sludge  Removal 
10  Men  on  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  majority  of  bins  are  placed  near  to  the  highway  for 
collection,  exceptions  being  made  in  the  case  of  old  or  infirm 
people.  During  the  year,  249  new  houses  were  completed 
and  time  checks  and  adjustments  to  rounds  have  been 
necessary  to  keep  the  work  flowing  smoothly. 

Ten  parishes  have  a  weekly  collection  and  fourteen 
parishes  a  fortnightly  collection,  and  considerable  variation 
exists  in  the  quantity  of  refuse  placed  in  the  bins.  The  time 
factor  of  storage  by  householders,  particularly  in  the  fort¬ 
nightly  districts,  has  a  bearing  on  the  physical  exertion 
and  time  taken  for  the  emptying  of  the  heavier  bins.  With 
a  weekly  collection  one  man  can  usually  manage  a  single 
bin,  but  with  the  fortnightly  collection  two,  and  sometimes 
three,  men  are  required  to  lift  and  empty  one  bin. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  below,  the  amount  of  refuse 
and  other  miscellaneous  tonnage  has  increased  during  the 
year  by  487  tons. 


Year 

Refuse 

Hardcore  Sc 
Covering 

Drainage 

Salvage 

Misc. 

Total 

1950 

7925* 

1790* 

530 

*17* 

273 

10536 

1951 

7607 

19241 

627* 

150 

§  805 

11114* 

1952 

7999 

1868 

523 

175* 

745* 

11311* 

1953 

8442* 

1541* 

648* 

210* 

325 

11168 

1954 

8548 

1655 

1  1008* 

279 

164* 

11655 

*  27th  November  to  31st  December  only. 

§  Extra  lorry  employed  on  Grass  Cutting,  maintenance  of  housing 
site  disposal  plants,  etc. 
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From  January  until  the  end  of  August  refuse  was  taken 
to  the  Ham  Hill,  Brook-land  tip,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  to  a  disused  quarry  at  Leybourne.  Considerable 
mileage  was  saved  by  the  use  of  the  Leybourne  tip,  thus 
reducing  the  cost  of  the  service.  A  more  convenient 
entrance  to  the  Ham  Hill  tip  has  been  made  through  Shar- 
nall  Lane  which  has  reduced  the  journey  to  and  from  the 
tip  by  two  miles. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  and  the 
Muledozer,  purchased  in  1951,  levels  and  consolidates  the 
refuse  mechanically.  The  tip  is  sprayed  as  and  when 
necessary  to  prevent  fly  infestation  and  the  Council's 
Rodent  Operator  inspects  the  tip  to  ensure  that  rats  are 
not  present. 

All  refuse  is  covered  as  quickly  as  possible  with  ashes, 
spoil  from  a  sandpit  and  road  sweepings,  as  well  as  soil 
from  building  sites  when  available.  The  greatest  difficulty 
is  in  obtaining  good  soil  when  completing  the  tip  for  return 
to  use  as  grazing  land. 


Salvage. 

Commenced  as  a  necessity  during  the  war  years,  salvage 
has  become  an  important  part  of  refuse  collection,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  separation  and  sale  of  waste  paper.  With  the 
increasing  costs  of  refuse  collection  in  labour  and  vehicles 
the  income  from  Salvage  is  most  valuable.  Salvage  collec¬ 
tion,  however,  should  not  interfere  with  the  primary  duty 
of  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

No  market  has  been  available  for  bottles,  but  metal,  rags 
and  woollens  are  in  greater  demand.  The  collection  of  these 
materials  was  down  by  half,  due,  mainly,  to  private  col¬ 
lectors  purchasing  from  householders,  but,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  table  below,  the  increased  prices  nearly  made  up 
for  this  loss. 

The  amount  of  Salvage  sold  was  200  tons  17  cwts.  1  qtr. 
which  produced  an  income  of  £1,601  13s.  5d.  After  meeting 
all  expenses  incurred,  the  excess  of  receipts  over  expendi¬ 
ture  amounted  to  £839  5s.  4d. 

During  the  year  restrictions  on  the  amount  of  paper 
which  could  be  received  by  the  Mills  were  removed,  and 
approval  was  given  to  the  purchase  of  a  Power  Baler. 

If  the  recovery  of  Waste  Paper  is  to  become  a  permanent 
part  of  a  Local  Authority’s  activities  it  would  seem:  to  be 
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well  worth  while  modernising  the  method  of  sorting  and 
storing,  with  a  consequent  saving  in  time  in  handling  the 
material. 


Year 

Wastepa 

per  etc. 

Metal,  r 
Wool! 

rins,  Rags, 
ens,  etc. 

Cul 

lett 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Weight 

T.  c.  q. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

Weight 

T.  c.  q. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

Weight 

T.  c.  q. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

141  5  3 

134  18  3 

167  1  0 

185  12  3 

2184  19  3 
1410  12  9 

1202  6  1 
1399  14  1 

8  15  3 

36  1  0 

33  2  3 

15  4  2 

227  16  6 

356  14  0 

244  1  9 

201  19  4 

3  13  0 

4  0  0 

3  13  0 

4  0  0 

Year 

Bottles 

TOTAL 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Quant. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

Weight 

T.  c.  q. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

574  doz. 

23  2  9 

150  1  2 

174  12  3 

204  3  3 

200  17  1 

2412  15  9 

1794  2  6 

1450  7  10 

1601  13  5 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Disposal. 

The  number  of  cesspools  requiring  attention  has  gone  up 
to  over  2,000  and  as  the  land  surrounding  most  of  the  older 
cesspools  is  becoming  sewage  sick  the  frequency  of  empty¬ 
ing  increases.  At  no  time  during  the  year  could  it  be  said 
that  the  service  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand,  even 
with  frequent  working  of  overtime.  For  this  reason  per¬ 
mission  was  given  to  order  an  additional  Emptier  for 
delivery  in  1955,  and  to  retain  the  old  machine  until  some 
relief  was  obtained  from  the  construction  of  new  sewers. 

The  question  of  disposal  of  emptier  contents  near  to  the 
point  of  collection  is  one  wnich  gives  considerable  trouble. 
If  all  the  contents  were  conveyed  to  the  permanent  tips 
the  time  taken  per  load  would  increase  and  more  dried 
sludge  would  have  to  be  dug  out  after  storage  and  drying 
had  taken  place.  At  the  permanent  tips  weed  growth  is 
very  strong,  requiring  frequent  treatment  with  weed  killer. 

The  cesspool  emptiers  removed  during  the  year  15,316 
loads,  over  12{  million  gallons,  and  the  progressive  increase 
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over  the  last  five  years  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table : 


Loads  Removed 

Year 

Cesspools 

Flushing 

Sludge,  etc. 

Pails 

Total 

1950 

10578 

480 

135 

156 

[23514  pis.] 

11349 

1951 

11084 

211 

345 

168 

[25395  pis.] 

11808 

1952 

11705 

396 

397 

177 

[26528  pis.] 

12675 

1953 

13543 

255 

473 

168 

[25133  pis.] 

14439 

1954 

14370 

278 

498£ 

170 

[25672  pis.] 

153162 

Garages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance. 

The  Garages  at  East  Mailing  house  16  of  the  Council’s 
vehicles;  the  17th,  the  Muledozer,  is  kept  at  the  refuse  tip 
in  a  shed  constructed  during  the  year.  The  16  vehicles  are 
as  follows: — 

6  Refuse  Collectors 

6  Cesspool  Emptiers 

1  Maintenance  Lorry 

1  Two-ton  Truck 

2  Vans 

Repairs  to  vehicles,  pumping  stations  and  disposal  plants 
are  carried  out  by  your  mechanic  and,  when  time  is  avail¬ 
able,  he  also  paints  the  machines. 

In  spite  of  the  age  of  some  of  the  machines  very  little 
time  is  lost  through  their  being  off  the  road,  for  which  much 
credit  is  due  to  the  conscientious  attention  which  is  given 
to  them. 


A  useful  addition  to  the  equipment  at  the  Garage  was 
made  during  the  year  by  the  purchase  of  an  oxy-acetylene 
welding  outfit. 

Tyre  wear  on  cleansing  vehicles  is  considerable.  In  order 
to  ensure  that  tyres  are  used  as  long  as  possible  all  are 
re-soled  when  necessary ;  some,  if  the  tyre  walls  are 
sufficiently  sound,  receive  a  second  treatment.  The  saving 
in  expenditure  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table: — 
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Disposal  Plants  and  Ejector  Units. 

No  major  trouble  was  experienced  from  the  14  disposal 
plants,  3  pump  and  3  ejector  units  at  Council  houses  during 
the  year,  and  regular  inspection,  cleansing  and  adjustments 
have  been  maintained. 
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Maintenance. 

The  two  maintenance  men  have  been  fully  employed  on 
painting  and  repair  work  at  Sewage  Works  and  Mortuaries. 
The  conversion  at  Swan  Street  Pump  House  and  alterations 
to  the  distributor  at  West  Mailing  were  completed.  At  West 
Mailing  Mortuary  interior  painting  and  roof  repairs  were 
carried  out. 

FACTORIES. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of 
factories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found: — 


1.  Inspections. 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Pro  secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

160 

223 

12 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority*  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

7 

2 

— 

_ 

TOTALS  . 

170 

225 

12 

*  Electrical  Stations,  Institutions  and  works  of  engineering 
construction  and  sites  of  building  operations. 


2 .  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No-  of 
cases  in 
whieh- 
prosecu 
tions 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H-M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S»  3)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S»6)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

12 

8 

_ __ 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

___ 

. 

_ 

Other  offences  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to 

Home  Work)  . 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

TOTALS  . 

12 

8 

— 

5 

— 

36 


Outworkers:  There  are  now  four  outworkers  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  that  is  an  increase  of  two.  Two  of  these  outworkers 
live  at  one  address  and  are  engaged  in  the  making  of  braids 
and  trimmings,  and  the  other  two  work  for  the  Royal 
Marine  Clothing  Centre  at  Chatham  in  the  making  and 
preparation  of  uniforms.  The  premises  are  visited  from 
time  to  time  to  ensure  that  the  standard  of  working  condi¬ 
tions  remains  satisfactory,  as  required  by  Sections  110  and 
111  of  the  Act. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  cases  of  in- 
fecious  disease  at  outworkers’  premises  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

457  visits  were  made  to  shops  during  the  year.  As  in 
previous  years  opportunity  was  taken  to  check  on  the 
administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  whilst  visiting  shops  for 
various  other  duties,  viz.:  routine  checks  at  food  shops, 
sampling  of  ice-cream,  etc. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  during 
the  year,  but,  as  a  result  of  observations  made  on  a  Sunday, 
two  infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted.  Warning  letters 
were  sent  to  the  shopkeepers  concerned  and  produced  the 
desired  effect. 

The  village  shops  mostly  close  before  the  terminal  hour, 
only  the  small  owner-occupied  shops  keeping  open  during 
the  evening,  and  steps  are  taken  from  time  to  time  to  check 
upon  these. 


SWIMMING  POOLS. 

The  two  privately  owned  open-air  swimming  pools  on  the 
trunk  road  A. 20  were  open  during  the  year  and  were  kept 
under  constant  review,  for  when  the  weather  is  suitable 
large  numbers  of  the  public  foregather  here. 

12  samples  of  the  water  from  these  pools,  i.e.  6  samples 
from  each,  were  taken  during  the  year.  8  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  4  for  chemical  analysis, 
all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  following  gives  particulars  of  licences  dealt  with 
during  the  year: — 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  for  licences  to  use  land  as 

sites  for  moveable  dwellings  .  .  19 

Number  of  licences  granted  .  .  16 

(b)  Number  of  applications  received  for  licences  to  station  and 

use  movable  dwellings  on  sites  in  (a)  ....  ....  .  48 

Number  of  licences  granted  .  .  36 

There  has  been  but  little  change  regarding  moveable 
dwellings  during  the  year  and  the  position  seems  to  be 
stabilising  itself.  Of  the  site  licences  granted,  the  bulk 
were  for  the  renewal  of  annual  licences  in  respect  of  estab¬ 
lished  caravan  sites;  only  three  new  licences  were  granted 
and  these  referred  to  individual  caravans,  one  of  which  is 
stationed  on  a  building  site  whilst  a  new  house  is  in  course 
of  erection. 

You  will  note  that  three  applications  for  site  licences  and 
12  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  on  these  sites 
were  refused,  all  on  public  health  grounds.  Further  con¬ 
sideration  will  be  given  to  these  applications  when  the  result 
of  applications  for  planning  approval  have  been  received. 
Of  these  applications,  one  referred  to  a  person  wishing  to 
establish  a  caravan  site  for  ten  moveable  dwellings. 

In  addition  to  the  licences  dealt  with,  action  was  taken 
in  respect  of  four  moveable  dwellings  stationed  on  un¬ 
licensed  land  and  this  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the 
moveable  dwellings  concerned. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  7,397  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  work  of  the  Department,  comprised  as 
follows : — 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of  visits 

to  Dairies . 

•  •  • 

21 

tt  tt 

Bakehouses  . 

•  •  • 

17 

tt  tt 

Butchers’  Shops 

•  •  • 

52 

tt  tt 

Grocers’  Shops 
Fishmongers’  Shops 

140 

tt  tt 

•  •  •  ♦  .  . 

•  •  • 

8 

ft  tt 

Cafes 

.  .  ,  ,  ,  , 

87 

tt  tt 

Works  Canteens 

•  •  •  1  •  0  • 

•  •  • 

3 

tt  tt 

Public-houses 

•  •  • 

47 

tt  tt 

Knackers’  Yards  ... 

•  •  •!  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

10 

tt  tt 

Slaughterhouses 

•  •  • 

163 

•  tt  tt 

Milk  “  Distributors  ” 

•  «  • 

91 

tt  tt 

Premises  re  application 

for  registration 

of 

premises  for  the  sale  of 

Ice-cream 

•  •  • 

8 

„  Samples  of  Milk  collected  (including  biological) 

•  •  • 

80 

>>  >> 

Ice-cream  collected 

t  tf 

*  t  ♦  t  f  f 

•  «  t 

54 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 


Number  of  visits  to  Factories  .  225 

,,  ,,  Outworkers  .  5 

,,  ,,  Aged  Persons  .  IT 

,,  ,,  Dirty  Premises  .  3 

,,  ,,  Premises  re  rat  and/or  mice  infestation  ...  2,514 

(including  2,077  by  Rodent  Operator) 

„  Premises  fumigated  for  pests  and/or  vermin  (other 

than  rats  and  mice)  .  20 

,,  Disinfections  carried  out  after  infectious  and 

notifiable  diseases  .  12 

,,  visits  to  premises  re  notifiable  and  infectious  diseases  37 

,,  Inspections  of  Refuse  Accumulations  and/or  Manure 

Heaps  .  28 

„  Inspections  carried  out  under  Housing  and/or  Public 

Health  Acts:  First  Visits .  422 

Revisits  .  872 

,,  of  visits  to  meet  owners/agents  ...  ....  ...  ...  57 

,,  ,,  ,,  builders  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  72 

,,  Housing  Inspections  in  connection  with  rehousing...  431 

,,  Huts/Hutted  Camps  inspected  (Emergency  Housing)  148 

,,  Visits  to  sewage  disposal  outfall  works,  pumping 

stations  and  small  group  disposal  works .  167 

,,  Special  Investigations  re  proposed  schemes  for 

sewerage  .  43 

,,  Cesspools  and/or  septic  tank  installations  inspected  118 

,,  Drains  inspected  and/or  tested  .  268 

,,  Inspections  of  sewers .  43 

,,  Rivers,  streams,  ditches,  ponds  and/or  watercourses, 

etc.,  inspected  .  11 

,,  Visits  to  Swimming  Baths .  16 

,,  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  collected  ...  ...  12 

„  Visits  re  drinking  water  (including  samples) .  91 

,,  ,,  to  Places  of  Public  Assembly . ...  5 

„  „  Hop-pickers’  Camps  ...  ...  .  47 

,,  Inspections  of  sites  re  moveable  dwellings  .  32 

,,  „  „  moveable  dwellings  .  94 

,,  Visits  to  premises  re  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  ...  117 

»»  f  >  ,,  flooding  .  2 

9 y  ,y  „  Land  Charges  .  ...  32 

„  Miscellaneous  visits  .  500 

„  Visits  to  Farms  . 65 

y y  „  re  Civil  Defence  .  ...  42 

,,  „  Rural  Housing  Survey  .  48 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  support 
during  the  year  and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation 
at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  COLDRICK, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TONBRIDGE  FREE  PRESS  LTD, 
129  HIGH  STREET,  TONBRIDGE 


Parish. 

Number  of  houses 
according  to 
Valuation  List — 
December  1954. 

Area 

(acres) 

Population 

(estimated) 

Addington . 

163 

1,119 

508 

Aylesford . 

1,243 

4,013 

4,547 

Birling  . 

242 

1,801 

799 

Borough  Green . 

618 

480 

1,715 

Burham  . 

522 

1,632 

1,815 

Ditton  . 

570 

1,066 

1,746 

Ightham  . 

475 

2,278 

1,453 

Ley bourne  . 

167 

755 

1,681 

East  Mailing  . 

1,114 

2,787 

3,339 

West  Mailing  . 

757 

1,379 

3,432 

Mereworth  . 

198 

2,556 

989 

Offham  . 

201 

1,479 

690 

East  Peckham  . 

606 

3,337 

1,895 

West  Peckham  . 

101 

1,582 

370 

Platt . 

332 

1,827 

1,088 

Plaxtol  . 

329 

2,406 

1,013 

Ryarsh  . 

240 

1,375 

753 

Shipbourne  . 

154 

2,007 

453 

Snodland  . .  .... 

1,226 

1,958 

4,214 

S.tansted  . 

161 

1,974 

548 

Trottiscliffe  . 

144 

1,155 

399 

Wateringbury  . 

382 

1,377 

1,150 

Wouldham  . ! 

251 

1,855 

896 

Wrotham  . I 

| 

439 

3,457 

1,637 

Totals . j 

10,635 

45,655 

37,130 

SUMMARY. 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  .  45,655 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Mid-Year  Home  Population  37,130 

Average  density  of  persons  per  acre .  *813 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (end  1954)  according  to 

Valuation  List  .  ...  ...  10,635 

Average  density  of  dwellings . 1  per  4-292  acres 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  inhabited .  3-491 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  March,  1954  . £231,538 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  as  at  31st  March,  1954  ...  £928 
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